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CHONG TABLES MOTION FOR DEMOCRATIC REFORM: VALERIOTE SECONDS

OTTAWA - Guelph MP Frank Valeriote has seconded a motion tabled by Wellington-Halton Hills MP Michael
Chong to reform Question Period in the House of Commons. The motion aims to strengthen accountability in
Parliament by recommending a number of sensible reforms to Question Period that seek to:

Elevate decorum and fortify the use of discipline by the Speaker,

Lengthen the amount of time given for each question and answer,

Require that Ministers respond to questions directed at them,

Allocate half the questions each day for backbench Members,

Dedicate Wednesday exclusively for questions to the Prime Minister, and

Dedicate the rest of the week for questions to Ministers other than the Prime Minister

“Some months ago | approached Michael in the hope that we would be able to collaborate on issues across
party lines, and this is how we chose to do it. Hopefully it is just the beginning” said Valeriote. “I am proud to
have been able to lend my voice to this effort. The reforms proposed in this motion are long overdue and the
motion itself is a statement to all of Parliament and to Canadians that MPs of different parties can work
together on important issues.”

Valeriote said he is encouraged by the support that the motion has already received, and noted that 19 other
MPs from three different parties have chosen to second the motion as well.

“l think that the support for this motion speaks to the appetite for change that exists here amongst
parliamentarians from across Canada. This issue was on my mind before | was even elected.” said
Valeriote. “The fact of the matter is that Canadian democracy would be better served and our
representatives more empowered if these changes were implemented.

“I respect Michael and | commend him for the strong stance that he took in tabling this motion. We have
often spoken of the need to make Question Period less confrontational- where questions can be asked and
answered in a meaningful way- and where the level of conversation is visibly improved and the confidence
and engagement of the public is restored. These changes are suggestions, but it is our hope that they will
serve as the foundation for conservation." Valeriote concluded.

Should the motion pass the Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs will consider these
reforms in detail and report back to the House of Commons with recommendations within six months.
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