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Mr. Speaker, one can hear a lot of colourful language in public transit stations. Sometimes it is 
the chorus of people speaking in different languages at the same time. Sometimes one hears 
language that would be defined, well, as coarse.  
 
However, there is nothing pretty about the language that the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure 
and Communities hurled toward the city of Toronto and, indeed, its citizens. When discussing 
the only infrastructure application Toronto submitted to the federal government, a modern light 
rail streetcar fleet, the minister stated that Toronto should go—well, I will not parrot the minister 
in giving directions. 
 
When in the Harris government, he often displayed contempt for Toronto. The minister has 
changed his role now, but not his views. Torontonians are appalled at the government's coarse, 
dismissive, flippant attitude toward us. The minister and the government clearly are not willing 
to work with Toronto, but Liberals are. 


