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Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to my constituent and grade seven student, Laura 
Newcombe. On March 28, Laura won the Canwest Canspell National Spelling Bee.  
 
After 20 rounds of intense spelling drama, Laura won the title for a second year in a row. 
Canspell is a free grassroots initiative designed to engage middle school students in celebrating 
excellence in academic achievement, promoting literacy and encouraging positive study habits. 
 
In 2010, Canspell engaged thousands of schools from St. John's to Victoria and 250,000 students 
registered at the entry level to compete in school, regional and national competitions. Laura 
emerged the victor. 
 
I had the great pleasure of meeting Laura and her mom, Zeuming, when they visited Ottawa for 
the competition.  
 
On behalf of all constituents in Eglinton—Lawrence and, I dare say, all members of the House, I 
congratulate Laura. She has done Eglinton--Lawrence proud. 


