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Mr. Speaker, if the price of democracy is eternal vigilance, then today we should all rise to
honour the 61st celebration of Isragl's independence. Every day for 61 years Israglis have turned
the necessity of vigilance into the nutrition of survival and invention. In fact, Israel’'s high tech
sector, the arts, and universities are world leaders.

Still, there remain challenges that are too real to ignore. Efforts to delegitimize and vilify Isragl
have taken on dimensions of a global campaign. Canada, sadly, is not immune from these
activities.

Attacks on our sister democracy are attacks on all of us. We need to end activities like Israel
apartheid weeks, as well as calls for boycotts that are based on false narratives. Otherwise, the
smears will infect usall.

Today, Israeli Jews, Muslims and Christians celebrate their freedom. Canadians can join the
House in wishing al the celebrants a Happy Y om Ha'atzmaui.



